
MANCHESTER SCHOOLS PHASE II
SMARTR II Committee – August 21, 2018

School Modernization and Reinvestment Team Revisited (SMARTR)

Note added by General Manager:  

Back-up data and schematics for 
all options (reference only)

See Board presentation version 
dated August 28, 2018 for 
narrative and proposal



SMARTR 1 GUIDING PRINCIPLES

• Current elementary schools are aging, inefficient, and do not provide a 21st century learning 
environment.

• There needs to be parity of facilities and sustainable racial balance between all elementary schools.

• Some of the district’s schools experience significant conflict between buses, cars, and walkers.

• Where prudent, state school construction assistance money should be optimized. State 
reimbursement formulas do discourage construction/rehabilitation of smaller schools, however for 
the size of schools being considered with classroom sizes between 17 – 22 students, research by 
SMARTR indicates that enrollment capacity does not have an impact on learning. 

• There is a strong desire to maintain a “neighborhood” structure to the elementary schools. This 
structure can be maintained by expanding current neighborhood boundaries  and maintaining  
geographic continuity.



OPTIONS STUDIED

• 4 School Option – Renovate 4 Elementary Schools

• 3 School Option – Renovate 3 Elementary Schools
4th School Converted to Pre K

• 2 School Option – Renovate 2 Elementary Schools



EXISTING CONDITIONS



BOWERS 
Site
· Small site
· Vehicular Traffic / 
Parking Issues

NBOWERS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
141 PRINCTON 
STREET
MANCHESTER, CT 
06042

8.1 ACRES, SITE AREA



BOWERS
Upper level
•Wing Configuration 
Makes Grade 
Continuity Difficult
•Main Office Not Near 
Actual Entrance

N



BOWERS
Lower level
•Lower Level 
Classrooms Isolated 
From School
•Lower Level 
Classrooms not 
Handicap Accessible
•School Entrance Not 
Prominent

N



BUCKLEY
Site
•Building Straddles 
Significant Topography

NBUCKLEY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
250 VERNON STREET
MANCHESTER, CT 06042

16.6 ARCRES, SITE 



BUCKLEY
Lower Level
•Small Classroom Size
•Administration Not on
Main Floor

N



BUCKLEY
Upper Level
•Small Classroom Size
•Not Handicap 
Accessible

N



BUCKLEY
Basement level
•Art Room Remote and 
Not Handicap 
Accessible

N



KEENEY
Site
•Significant Topography 
to South, East and 
West
•Wetlands to South

NKEENEY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
179 KEENEY STREET
MANCHESTER, CT 
06040

27.1 ACRES, SITE 



KEENEY
First Floor
•Significant Variation in 
Classroom Size

N



MARTIN
Site

NMARTIN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
140 DARTMOUTH 
MANCHESTER, CT 
06040

18.1 ACRES, SITE 



MARTIN
First floor

N



4 SCHOOL OPTION









NOTE: Costs Do Not Include Escalation



BOWERS
Site
•Separate Cars/Buses
•Increase On Site 
Parking

N



BOWERS
Upper Level Plan

N



N

BOWERS
Lower Level Plan



BOWERS
Perspective



BUCKLEY
Site
•Increase On Site 
Parking

N



BUCKLEY
Lower Level Plan

N



BUCKLEY
Upper Level Plan 

N



BUCKLEY
Perspective



N

KEENEY
Site
•Increase On-Site 
Parking
•Separate Cars/Buses



KEENEY
First Floor

N



KEENEY
Perspective



MARTIN
Site
•Increase On-Site 
Parking
•Separate Cars/Buses

N



MARTIN
First Floor Plan

N



MARTIN
Perspective



3 SCHOOL OPTION









NOTE: Costs Do Not Include Escalation



NOTE: Costs Do Not Include Escalation



BOWERS
Site
•Separate Cars/Buses
•Increase On Site 
Parking

N



BOWERS
Upper Level Plan

N



N

BOWERS
Lower Level Plan



BOWERS
Perspective



BUCKLEY
Site
•Increase On-Site 
Parking
•Discharge Cars in Two 
Directions

N



BUCKLEY
Lower Level

N



BUCKLEY
Upper Level

N



BUCKLEY
Perspective



KEENEY
Site
•Increase On-Site 
Parking
•Separate Cars/Buses

N



KEENEY
Lower Level

N



KEENEY
Perspective



2 SCHOOL OPTION









NOTE: Costs Do Not Include Escalation



N

BOWERS
Site
•Separate Cars/Buses
•Increase On-Site 
Parking
•Discharge Cars in Tow 
Directions



BOWERS
Upper Level

N



BOWERS
Lower Level

N



BOWERS
Perspective



BUCKLEY
Site
•Increase On-Site 
Parking
•Discharge Cars in Two 
Directions

N



BUCKLEY
Lower Level

N



BUCKLEY
Upper Level

N



BUCKLEY
Perspective



KEENEY
Site
•Separate Cars/Buses
•Increase On-Site 
Parking

N



KEENEY
Lower Level

N



KEENEY
Upper Level

N



KEENEY
Perspective



MARTIN
Site
•Separate Cars/Buses
•Increase On-Site 
Parking
•Discharge Cars In Two 
Directions

N



N

MARTIN
Lower Level



N

MARTIN
Upper Level



MARTIN
Perspective




